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 FRONT  COVER  
The Battle of Olustee, bloodiest engagement of the Civil War in Florida,
was fought February 20, 1864, at Ocean Pond, a few miles east of Lake City.
The Confederate forces under General Joseph J. Finegan had an effective
strength of some 5,200, mostly Florida and Georgia troops. Federal General
Truman Seymour had about 5,500 men and officers under his command, of
whom about one-third were Negro troops. The battle lasted only a few hours
and resulted in a Confederate victory.
The cover is a reproduction of an original color print in the P. K. Yonge
Library of Florida History, University of Florida. It portrays a strategic
moment in the battle. The Eighth U.S. Colored Infantry is advancing toward
the Confederate line, about 1,000 yards away, but the heavy fire from the
Sixth Florida is halting the Union attack. The officer on horseback left of the
flag is Colonel C. W. Fribley who was killed during the battle. The print,
issued in Chicago in 1894, incorrectly dates the engagement February 26,
1864.
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